Thank you for expressing interest in serving as a volunteer at Alternatives Pregnancy Center.  Those of us who work at Alternatives can testify to the privilege and joy that we feel from working in this ministry.


The role of a pregnancy center volunteer is a critical one.  Because of this, we take seriously our responsibility to recruit and train those whom we believe would be most effective serving in this capacity.  The process for becoming a volunteer is designed to assess where an applicant’s gift and talents might best be used.


Enclosed you will find a volunteer application and volunteer reference forms.  Please complete the application form and return it to Alternatives.  Reference forms should be completed by your pastor and two other people who will be able to assess your character and skills.  After completion, each person should return the reference form to Alternatives.  When all of your documents have been returned, I will contact you to schedule a time for an interview. 


Thank you so much for your prayerful consideration of volunteering your time and talents to Alternatives.  We welcome new workers in our efforts to impact the lives and futures of the women we serve.  On the next page you will find a list of the volunteer opportunities and requirements.  If you have any questions about what is contained in this packet, please call me at 319-232-5683.

Sincerely,

Mary Collins

Executive Director  

Alternatives Pregnancy Center
Volunteer Availability and Time Preference Sheet

Name_____________________________________

Date_____________

Address___________________________________

Home Phone_____________

__________________________________________
Work Phone_____________









Cell Phone_______________

The center is open from 9:00am to 5:30pm Monday through Thursday.  Tuesdays we are additionally open from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.  We generally have two volunteer shifts per day, with the exception of Tuesdays.  The morning shift is from 9:00am to 1:30pm, the afternoon shift is 1:30pm to 5:30pm, and the evening shift on Tuesdays is from 5:30pm to 9:00pm.  We try to be flexible with your schedule if one of these shifts does not fully work for you.

Please indicate two preferences in time commitment/availability below.

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	9:00
	
	
	
	

	10:00
	
	
	
	

	11:00
	
	
	
	

	12:00
	
	
	
	

	1:00
	
	
	
	

	2:00
	
	
	
	

	3:00
	
	
	
	

	4:00
	
	
	
	

	5:00
	
	
	
	

	6:00-9:00
	
	
	
	


Additional Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The following is a list of volunteer opportunities we have here at the center.  Please mark those that most interest you.

· Volunteer Client Advocate: Mature Christian female, at least 25 years old, to do options counseling with clients 3-4 hours per week (one year commitment.)  Training is provided.  Includes answering telephones and meeting with clients for pregnancy test appointments.

· Caring Connection Mentor: Involves meeting with expecting clients to show them videos about pregnancy, fetal development, and labor.  Just be a friend and walk through their pregnancy with them.  This requires a twice a month commitment of approximately 4 hour shifts.

· Help with Donations: Sorting, mending, laundering donations and making sure that they are in good condition for our clients.  This requires a time commitment of at least once a month.

· RN or LPN: A nurse who would volunteer to teach on nutrition, abstinence, and hygiene, and to perform ultrasounds and do options mentoring.

· Special Events: We have three fundraising events a year and are always looking for extra hands.

· Abstinence Educator: Details will be given if you are interested.

· Post-Abortion Mentoring: Leading post-abortive women through the healing process by way of a Bible Study written for women who have had abortions.

· Skills/Trades: Volunteers with special skills such as plumbing, carpentry, decorating, gardening, etc.

· Church Liaison: An individual or a group of people such as a Sunday school class to help with spreading the word about Alternatives’ events and acting as a liaison in a church.

· Baby Showers/Donation Drives: Groups to collect baby clothing and items for out clients.  (Women’s groups, Sunday School Classes, Kids Clubs, College Dorms, etc.)

If you have any questions after reviewing the enclosed information, please give me a call at 319-231-5683.  I look forward to hearing from you!

Alternatives Pregnancy Center
1006 Decathlon Dr Waterloo, IA 50701  Ph: 319-232-5683

Fax: 319-232-9351 E-Mail: altcpcenter@aol.com
VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
	For Office Use Only
Date received application________________                     Interview Date__________________

First Day of Service____________________                      Interviewer_____________________

Last Day of Service____________________                       Position_______________________

Comments:




	name__________________________________________Home phone______________________

ADdress_______________________________________work phone______________________

City____________________________________________zip code__________________________

Social security number______________________e-mail address___________________

have you ever been convicted of a crime? yes/No

if yes, please explain:___________________________________________________________________________


	In which of the following areas would you like to serve?

Receptionist_____  Client Advocate_____  24 Hour Help-Line_____

Other___________________________________________________

Our volunteer staff is encouraged to commit to one shift per week which consists of a 4 hour time period (Monday-Thurs. 9am-1:30pm or 1:30-5:30 or 6-9pm on Tuesdays) Are you available for one shift per week? ______ Do you have childcare arrangements during the hours for which you are volunteering? ______ Staffing does not allow for the supervision of your children during the time you are committed to volunteer.


1. Do you consider yourself a Christian? ___ Yes ___ No  If yes, please tell us about your spiritual journey.

2. What other ministries are you currently involved in or have been involved in the past?

3. What gifts do you feel you have that would be an asset to Alternatives Pregnancy Center?

4. Under what circumstances, if any, would you consider abortion as an alternative for a woman in a crisis pregnancy situation?

5. Are you yourself (or a close relative) currently seeking to adopt a child? 

___ Yes ____ No

6. What are your own feelings regarding the use of birth control by sexually active teenagers or unmarried adults?
Statement of principle

1. Alternatives Pregnancy Center is an outreach ministry of Jesus Christ through His church.  Alternatives Pregnancy Center is committed to presenting the Gospel of our Lord, both in word and deed, to families with crisis pregnancies.  In order to make this commitment viable, all volunteer, board members and employees are expected to know Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.

2. Alternatives Pregnancy Center is committed to providing its clients with accurate and complete information about both prenatal development and abortion.

3. Alternatives Pregnancy Center is committed to assisting women to carry their pregnancy to term by providing emotional support and practical assistance.  Resources are made available so the family may face the future with hope and are able to plan constructively for themselves and their babies.

4. Alternatives Pregnancy Center never discriminates in providing services because of race, creed, color, national origin, age or marital status of its clients.

5. Alternatives Pregnancy Center never advises, provides or refers for abortion or abortifacient.

6. Alternatives Pregnancy Center offers assistance free of charge at all times.

7. Alternatives Pregnancy Center is committed to creating awareness within the local community of the needs of families involved in a crisis pregnancy and of the fact that abortion only compounds the crisis.

8. Alternatives Pregnancy Center does not engage in contraceptive counseling or in referring for contraceptive services.  Married women seeking contraceptive information will be urged to seek counsel, along with their husbands, from their pastor and physician.

9. Alternatives Pregnancy Center recognizes the validity of adoption as an alternative to abortion, but is not biased toward adoption when compared to the other life-saving alternatives.  Alternatives Pregnancy Center is independent of adoption agencies and relates to them in the same manner as to other helpful resources.  Alternatives Pregnancy Center receives no payments of any kind from these agencies and does not enter into contractual relationships with them.  Adoption agencies are not established under the auspices of Alternatives Pregnancy Center.  Alternatives Pregnancy Center neither initiates nor facilitates independent adoptions.
10. Alternatives Pregnancy Center is committed to promoting abstinence education.

response to the statements of prinicple and faith

Have you read thoroughly and do you agree wholeheartedly, completely, and without reservation with the Statement of Faith?


YES   NO

Have you read thoroughly and do you agree wholeheartedly, completely, and without reservation with the Statement of Principle?

YES   NO

If you answered NO to either question, please explain your points of disagreement on a separate sheet of paper.

mission statement

At Alternatives Pregnancy Center, our mission is to empower women and their partners to explore positive alternatives to abortion.  We are committed to providing accurate up-to-date information so clients can make informed decisions.  We share Christ’s love and forgiveness as we strive to meet the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of our clients.
statement of faith
1. We believe the Bible to be the complete, inspired, solely infallible (without error), and the only authoritative Word of God.

2. We believe that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine perfection and executing distint but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.

3. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man without ceasing to be God, having been supernaturally conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

4. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.

5. We believe in the sanctity of human life as is, created by God, and that at conception a life exists which is a complete person worthy of respect and protection.

After reading the Mission Statement, Statement of Faith, and Statement of Principle, what would you say are your special gifts, talents or personality traits that you believe may be useful to the work of Alternatives Pregnancy Center?
	APPLICANT’S CERTIFICATION AND AGREEMENT
I certify that the facts set forth in this volunteer application are true and completely to the best of my knowledge, and I authorize Alternatives Pregnancy Center to verify their accuracy and to obtain reference information concerning my character and capabilities.  I release Alternatives Pregnancy Center and any other person or entity providing such reference information form any and all liability relating to the provision of such information or relating to any decisions made based upon such information.  If I become a volunteer at Alternatives Pregnancy Center I agree to fully adhere to its policies and rules, including those rules relating to maintaining client confidentiality.  I recognize that, as a volunteer, I will serve in a different role that the employees of Alternatives Pregnancy Center, and I am not seeking nor expecting to receive any compensation or other benefits in return for any volunteer services which I may proved for this ministry.  I certify that I have read and am in full agreement with the Alternatives Pregnancy Center Statement of Faith and Statement of Principle, except as noted in a separate statement attached to page 3 of this application.
Signature of Applicant_______________________________  Date______________


VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT
PLEASE INITIAL EACH PARAGRAPH to affirm your agreement.

____ Recognizing that Alternatives Pregnancy Center is a Christian ministry, I openly acknowledge my personal faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.

____ I have read the Statement of Faith and am in complete agreement with all statements therein.

____ I have noted specific exceptions on a separate page.
____ I believe in the sanctity of human life as taught in the Bible and, therefore, reject abortion as an acceptable option for any woman facing a crisis pregnancy.

____ I believe in chastity outside of marriage and in the sanctity of marriage between a man and a woman as taught in the Bible.  Therefore, I commit myself to a lifestyle of sexual purity, in obedience to God’s Word.

____ I accept the responsibility to act as an advocate on behalf of the women under my care; to give accurate information, emotional support, and spiritual guidance.

____ I will abide by the Center’s Policy and Procedure, in spirit and in deed, and conduct myself in an exemplary manner, a Christian in Word and deed.

____ I will keep all information on center clients in the strictest confidence, in accordance with center policies.  I will consistently uphold the center’s policies relating to confidentiality, even after I am no longer a volunteer.

____ I have read, understood and agree with the Center Statement of Principle and will at all times uphold it, as well as all policies and procedures established by the Board of Directors and the Executive Director.

_______________________________
____________________________________

Volunteer




Date

_______________________________
____________________________________

Executive Director



Date

Alternatives 
Pregnancy Center

1006 Decathlon Dr ●Waterloo, IA 50701

319-231-5683 ● Fax: 319-232-9351 ● altcpcenter@aol.com
CONFIDENTIAL VOLUNTEER REFERENCE
APPLICANT NEEDS THREE (3) REFERENCES

Applicant’s Name: ________________________________________________________

Reference Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? ______________________________________

In what capacity? _________________________________________________________

How well do you know the applicant?


__ Intimately

__ Very Well

__ Fairly Well

__ Slightly

Please check the appropriate rating to indicate your opinion of the applicant.

	 
	Outstanding
	Competent
	Needs Improvement
	Unable to Judge

	Emotional Maturity
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Spiritual Maturity
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Communication Skills
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Listening Skills
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Compassion for Individuals 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ability to Keep Confidences
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dedication/Commitment
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Kindness
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Humility
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sees a Task Through
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ability to Accept Criticism
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Teachability
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dependability
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Patience
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Initiative
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Grooming/Appropriate Dress
	 
	 
	 
	 


Please comment on the applicant’s gifts and desire to minister.




(Back)

Please comment on the applicant’s commitment to Christ and his or her lifestyle.

What is the applicant’s greatest strength?

What is the applicant’s greatest weakness?

Do you have any further comments regarding the applicant’s potential as a volunteer?

__ This applicant receives my highest recommendation 

__ I recommend this applicant with confidence

__ I recommend this applicant with some reservations

__ I would not recommend this applicant to volunteer at Alternatives Pregnancy Center

____________________________________________                   __________________

Signature






           Date

If you are a pastor or church leader, please give your title and name of church: ________

________________________________________________________________________

Please return as soon as possible in the envelope provided.  Thank you for your time.






